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Matter of Fact

Not From Beautiful Blonde Sp S

By Stewart Alsop

IT 1S STRANGE how ghes
tration -ofticials stubbornly disbelieve wha
their own Intelligence expests tell them. Take,
for example; Secretary ‘of Defense Charles E,
Wilson's recent testimony before the l{ouse
Approprietions Committee:

“You know, we cannot get very far ahea
of them (the Sovieis), because we talk so much
in this country and write so many articles and
prublish so many pictures and magazine ar
ticles that they are always bound to be able t
do it, Most of their weapons of course, really
came out of the Western world ., "

No national myth dies harder than the
notion that the Soviets are technically hack
ward, capable only of slavishly copying what]
the West has already produced. |, But it iy
really very odd that Secretary Wilson, aften
more than three years in office, should stil]
believe - in this comfortable myth. For]
throughout those three years, Wilson has been
literally deluged with evidence pointing it
precisely the opposite direction.

There is, morever, nothing particularly mys
terious about the great bulk of this evidence
it does not come from bcautiful blonde spies

MOST OF. IT comes, instead, from such
items as a long, profusely illustrated hoo
called “Aviation Gas Turbine Engines,” b
G. S. Skubachevski, His formidable work was
published in Moscow last year and it i{s freel
available in technical bookshops in the Sovict
Union, . When It arrived in Washington re
cently 1t caused quite a fluttering in the in
telligence dovecotes.

It contained, for one thing, numerous cut
away drawlngs of something called a “spli
compressor engine.” The split compresso
system is used in the most advanced American|
jet engine design, and all diagrams and per
formance ‘data are top secret. Yet here was
a mere textbook, distributed to mere student
engineers -in the Soviet Union, containing
aumerous detalled diagrams of the split com
pressor engine, .

The notion that “they get it all from spies,’
which is a companion myth to the “backward
Russians” myth, does not hold up in this casq
either. The text of the book contains not only
a highly sophisticated discussion of the spli
compressor engine, but a number of jet en
gigeering techniques new to American ex

£
Fon

*-‘nzr

CPYRGHT

these idcas {rom us, simply because we dldnt
ave them.

Reliable information. on Soviet weapons
progress from such overt, non-cloak-aug-
agger sources as Skubachevski’s boo

not as impossibly ditficult to come by ag it ll

‘leften cracked up to be. Last year, for ex-
- |ample, the magazine “Aviation Week” pub-
lished excelient photographs of the mass'

flights over Moscow of the new Soviet heaviy‘

Jbomber, #he Bison—the same plane whic

Wilson had previously opined was a fake, or
a mere handmade protolype, .

The publication of these photognphu
caused hotror in the Pentagon, and the editor
nf the magazine was called on the carpet to
cxplain where he got such “f{op secret” ma-
lerial. Tle explained that he had called the
New York representative of Sovfoto, the Soviet
propaganda agency, Soviet had happily of-

Jtered him as many excellent photographs as

he could use, and motion picture films of the
averflights as well.

THE NOTICN that all information about
Soviet weapons developments comes from
beautiful but highly untrustworthy blonde
spies is one reason why such officals as Witson
do not really believe their own intelligence,
Another reason is that men like Wilson and
Secretary of the Treasury George M. Hum-
phrey tend to regard the intelligence experts
as Impractical longchairs. : (A

Secretary Humphrey, for example, recesily
became much exercised when he learned {!
a_British stcel tycoon who had made a tow
the Soviet Union that Soviet steel mills w
as good as the best in Brifain. As u mem
of the National Security Council,
had been repeatedly told exactly the 8
thing in intelligence briefings., But he chly
really believed it when he leatned it frépi 8|
fellow businessman and payroll-meeter, .

A third reason is that the Central Intelll-
getice Agency is prohibited from making come
parative estimates of Soviet and American
weapons devejopment, so that the estimates
lack meaning and impact. But there is siso
another reason why high officials tend to dis.
believe or disregard their own intelligence
experts. Believing them would inexorably
suggest all " sorts of highly expensive and
highly inconventent action.
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